
What we do Why it’s important
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Building the underlying 
dataset of all company data

• A critical underpinning of understanding the 
corporate world

• De-siloing data from official corporate 
registers, and other government data, 
especially regulatory

• Linking critical – and previously obscure 
datasets
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One entry per legal entity

• Assembled from company registers around 
the world

• All automatically ingested – no manual 
imports

• Over 90 jurisdictions already... more added 
every month

• Disparate data normalised to key fields
• Searchable across jurisdictions
• Automatically matching foreign branches to 

home companies



And we’re 
proudly free 
and open too

• Better for innovation
• Better for competition
• Better for sharing
• Better for society
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And better for 
business too

Everyone should be 
able to know who they 
are doing business with
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We, the G8, agree that open data 
are an untapped resource with huge 

potential. We therefore agree to 
follow a set of principles [for] data:
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We, the G8, agree that open data 
are an untapped resource with huge 

potential. We therefore agree to 
follow a set of principles [for] data:

• Open Data by Default
• Quality and Quantity
• Useable by All
• Releasing Data for Improved Governance
• Releasing Data for Innovation
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But there’s a 
long way to go
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But there’s a 
long way to go

•An increasing number 
of jurisdictions are 
making their company 
data open
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But there’s a 
long way to go

•An increasing number 
of jurisdictions are 
making their company 
data open

•But many more are 
completely closed/
offline
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Most people don’t care 
about ‘open’
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• Better for innovation
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Most people don’t care 
about ‘open’

• They also don’t care about TCP/IP, DNS, 
SHA-2 etc

• Better for innovation
• Better for competition
• Better for efficiency 
• Better for sharing (esp cross-organisation or 

cross-border)
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But ‘open’ has a secret 
weapon
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But ‘open’ has a secret 
weapon

It’s better quality too
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Common proprietary data quality issues

Problem Cause

Data accuracy Data is re-keyed. Few eyeballs. Often little 
downside to lying

Gaps in data High (& often duplicated) cost of data entry. Limited 
to payers

Lack of granularity Legacy systems/data models hard to re-engineer in 
closed world

Errors go uncorrected Few feedback mechanisms

Black box/No provenance Can’t reveal (sometimes dubious) sources. Limits 
usefulness/trust

Isolated Proprietary IDs are internal identifiers & are barriers 
to sharing & improved data quality



Common proprietary data quality issues

Problem Cause

Data accuracy Data is re-keyed. Few eyeballs. Often little 
downside to lying

Gaps in data High (& often duplicated) cost of data entry. Limited 
to payers

Lack of granularity Legacy systems/data models hard to re-engineer in 
closed world

Errors go uncorrected Few feedback mechanisms

Black box/No provenance Can’t reveal (sometimes dubious) sources. Limits 
usefulness/trust

Isolated Proprietary IDs are internal identifiers & are barriers 
to sharing & improved data quality



Common proprietary data quality issues

Problem Cause

Data accuracy Data is re-keyed. Few eyeballs. Often little 
downside to lying

Gaps in data High (& often duplicated) cost of data entry. Limited 
to payers

Lack of granularity Legacy systems/data models hard to re-engineer in 
closed world

Errors go uncorrected Few feedback mechanisms

Black box/No provenance Can’t reveal (sometimes dubious) sources. Limits 
usefulness/trust

Isolated Proprietary IDs are internal identifiers & are barriers 
to sharing & improved data quality



Common proprietary data quality issues

Problem Cause

Data accuracy Data is re-keyed. Few eyeballs. Often little 
downside to lying

Gaps in data High (& often duplicated) cost of data entry. Limited 
to payers

Lack of granularity Legacy systems/data models hard to re-engineer in 
closed world

Errors go uncorrected Few feedback mechanisms

Black box/No provenance Can’t reveal (sometimes dubious) sources. Limits 
usefulness/trust

Isolated Proprietary IDs are internal identifiers & are barriers 
to sharing & improved data quality



Common proprietary data quality issues

Problem Cause

Data accuracy Data is re-keyed. Few eyeballs. Often little 
downside to lying

Gaps in data High (& often duplicated) cost of data entry. Limited 
to payers

Lack of granularity Legacy systems/data models hard to re-engineer in 
closed world

Errors go uncorrected Few feedback mechanisms

Black box/No provenance Can’t reveal (sometimes dubious) sources. Limits 
usefulness/trust

Isolated Proprietary IDs are internal identifiers & are barriers 
to sharing & improved data quality



Common proprietary data quality issues

Problem Cause

Data accuracy Data is re-keyed. Few eyeballs. Often little 
downside to lying

Gaps in data High (& often duplicated) cost of data entry. Limited 
to payers

Lack of granularity Legacy systems/data models hard to re-engineer in 
closed world

Errors go uncorrected Few feedback mechanisms

Black box/No provenance Can’t reveal (sometimes dubious) sources. Limits 
usefulness/trust

Isolated Proprietary IDs are internal identifiers & are barriers 
to sharing & improved data quality



Common proprietary data quality issues

Problem Cause

Data accuracy Data is re-keyed. Few eyeballs. Often little 
downside to lying

Gaps in data High (& often duplicated) cost of data entry. Limited 
to payers

Lack of granularity Legacy systems/data models hard to re-engineer in 
closed world

Errors go uncorrected Few feedback mechanisms

Black box/No provenance Can’t reveal (sometimes dubious) sources. Limits 
usefulness/trust

Isolated Proprietary IDs are internal identifiers & are barriers 
to sharing & improved data quality



Eventual target:
Every piece of company-
related public data in the 
world, matched to the 
relevant company



Eventual target:
Every piece of company-
related public data in the 
world, matched to the 
relevant company

• Already have millions of company data from 
disparate public sources: WIPO trademarks, UK 
government spending, corporate structures from 
SEC filings & Federal Reserve



Eventual target:
Every piece of company-
related public data in the 
world, matched to the 
relevant company

• Already have millions of company data from 
disparate public sources: WIPO trademarks, UK 
government spending, corporate structures from 
SEC filings & Federal Reserve

• Current focus: every bank licence in the world



Eventual target:
Every piece of company-
related public data in the 
world, matched to the 
relevant company

• Already have millions of company data from 
disparate public sources: WIPO trademarks, UK 
government spending, corporate structures from 
SEC filings & Federal Reserve

• Current focus: every bank licence in the world
• Next targets: business licences, other financial 

licences, non-profit data, government gazettes



Eventual target:
Every piece of company-
related public data in the 
world, matched to the 
relevant company

• Already have millions of company data from 
disparate public sources: WIPO trademarks, UK 
government spending, corporate structures from 
SEC filings & Federal Reserve

• Current focus: every bank licence in the world
• Next targets: business licences, other financial 

licences, non-profit data, government gazettes
• Driven by user-demand, or where there is 

structural benefit (e.g. corporate relationship 
data)
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Innovative business model: 
Share-Alike or paid for

• Cross-subsidy model brings best of both 
worlds

• Public benefit – free and open website
• Plus free access to data under share-alike 

licence for open data projects
• Many eyes – improves quality
• Benefit from efficiencies of scale
• No blackbox data – full provenance for all 

data (source + date retrieved)
• Gives added context and confidence



Who’s using our data

• World Bank
• LinkedIn 
• Dun & Bradstreet
• Stripe
• Avention (OneSource)
• Creditsafe
• Funding Circle
• UK Government Cabinet Office
• etc


